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FOREWORD

The National Crrmicitim Framework (INCFY, 2005, recommiends that
children’s ltfe at school must be linked to their life outside the school.
This princtple marks a departure from the legacy of booklsh learning
which continues to shape our system and causes a gap between the
schoal, hame and community. The syllabt and textbooks developed on
the basts of NCF stantfy an attempt to timplement this bastc tdea. They
also attemipt to discourage rote learning and the maintenance of shiarp
Boundaries between different subject areas. We hope these measures
will take us stgntficantly turther in the direction of a child-centred system
of educatton outlined n the Nafional Policy on Education (1986).

The success of this effort depends on the steps that school
principals and teachers will take to encourage children to reflect on
thetr own learning and to pursue imaginative activitles and questions,
We must recognise that, given space, tme and freedom, children
generate new knowiedge by endaging with the information passed on
to them by adults. Treating the preseribed textbook as the sole hasis
of examination s one of the key reasons why other resources and sites
of learning are lgnored. nculeating creativity and intliative 15 possible
i we percelve and treat children as participants (n leaming, oot as
receivers of a fixed body of knowledge.

These atmis tmply considerable change inschool roulines and mode
of functioning, Flexibility tn the dally time-1able 1s as necessary as
rigour tn implementing the annual calendar so that the required
mxmber of teaching days are actually devoted to teaching. The methods
used for leaching and evaluation will also determine how cfective this
texibook proves for making children’s life at school a happy experience,
rather than s source of siress or boredom. Syllabus destgners have
trled o address the problem of curricular burden by restructuring
and rearienting knowledge at different stages with greater consideration
lor chitld psychology and the Ume avallable lor teaching, The extbook
attempts to enhance {his endeavour by giving hiwher prionty and space
o oppurtunities for contemplation and wondering, discussion in small
groups, and activities requiring hands-on expenience.

The National Council of Educational Research and Traming (NCERT)
appreciates the hand work done by the texibook development committiee
responsible for this book. We wish to thank the Chatrperson of the
dd\i’lsm'f group in Socli! Sciences, Professor Hard Vasudevan, and the
Chitef Advisar for this book. Professor Neefadri Bhattacharya, Centre for
Mistorical Studies, Jawaliarial Nelro Untversity, New Dellil for gulding
the work of this committee. Several teachers contributed to the
development of this texthook: we are grateful to thelr principals for
making this possible. We are tndebied to the instituiions and
organisations which have generously permitted us todraw upon their
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resotirees, material and personnel. We are espectally gratefit! to the
menihers of the Nattional Monttoring Commilttee, appointed by the
Department of Secondary arid Higher Edacatton. Mintstry of Huaman
Resotree Developanenit urgder the Chatrpersonship of Professar Mrina)
Mirt and Professor G.P. Deshpande. for thetr valoable time and
contribution. As an oréganisation committed to systemic reform and
contimicus Improvement i the gualtty of its products. NCERT
welcomes comments and sugdestions which will enable us to
undertake further revision and refinement.

Director
Mew Dielhi Nattonal Councll of Educational
20 Novesnber 2006 Research and Tralring
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RATIONALISATION OF CONTENT IN THE TEXTBOOKS

In view of the COVID-12 pandsmic, it is imperative to refucs
content logd enstudents. The Nationsl Educatian Polioy 2020,
also emphdsgises reducing the contesit load and providins
opportunities for EKPEﬁEﬂﬁ!-il lesrming with erssiwve mindsdt In
thi= hackarenind. the NCERT hss undertslren the ssercize o
ratigralice the-texthools acrnzs sil clagdes,. [=praing Outcomes
alresdy developed by the NCERT scrass tlasses nsve been tek=a
wntn: eagnmideranan in this exsrciss,

Conteats of the tertbooks have been rationalised in view of the-

following:

+ Cverlapping with similar content inclhuded mn othar subject
arsss in the sama clsys

o Similey eentEat inelhaded m the lewer or higher elase in the
same subject

»  Difficulty level

v Contsnt which iz samly accazsible to studsnis withaut much
inisrventions frum tsachers and can be leained by children
through self-lesrning or pesr-l=aming

v Content, which 15 ireslevant o the pressot:cosisst

This present edition, Is a reformatted version after carrying
out the changes given above.
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DEFINING THE FOCUS OF STUDY

Whist defines the focus of thits book? What does it seek 1o do? How
1s it Unked to what has been studted tn earlier classes?

In Classes VI to VIII we looked at Indian history from carly
beginnings (o modem times, with a focus on one chironolagical
pertod tn each year. Then in the books for Classes IX and X, the
frame of reference changed. We locked at a shorter pertod of time,
focusing specifically on a close study of the contemporary world.
We moved bevond termiforal boundaries, bispond the mits of nation
states, to see how dilferent people In different places have played
thetr part In the making of the modern world, The history of India
became connecterd to a wider inter-Hinked history. Subsequently tn
Class X1 we studied Themes in World History, expanding our
chronologieal focus, looking at the vast span of years from the
beginntng of Human lfe 1o the present, but selecting only a set of
themes for sertous exploration. This year we will study Themes in
Inclian History.

The book begins with Harappa and ¢nds with the framing of the
Indtan Constitution. What it offers Is not 3 general stivey af five
mitllermia. but a ¢lose study of select themes. The history books n
earller years have alreaidy acquatnted yon with Indtan history, [tis
tmie we explored some themes 1n greater detail

In choesing the themes we have tried to ensure that we lesm
about developments tn different sphéres - economic, eultural, soctal,
potitical, and religlous — even as we attempt to hreak the boundanes
between them. Some themes n thie book will introduce you to the
pelitics of the ttmes and the nature of authortty and power: others
explore the way socteties are argantsed, and the way they fumetion
and change; stil others tell us about religlous e and ritaal
practices, about the working of economites, and the changes within
raral ayud urban soclelles

Each of these themes will ilso allow you to have a closer look at
the historians' crafl. To retrieve the past, histortans have to fing
sonrees that make the past accessible. But sources do not Just roveal
the past: histortans have to grapple with sources, interpret them,
and make them speak, This ts what makes history exciiing, The
same sources can tell us new things if we ask new gquestions, and
engage with them In new ways. So we need (o see how historfans
reai spurces, and how they discover new things in old sources.

Bt historians do ot only re-examine old records. They discover
new ones, Sometimes these could be chance discoveries,
Archacologists may unexpectedly come across seals and mounds
that provide clizes to the extstence of a site of an anclent civillsation.
Rummaging through the dusty records of a district colleclorute a
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historan may trip over a bundle of records that contatn legal cases
of local disputles. and these may open up a new world of village itfe
several cenries backe Yet are such discoveries only acoldents? You
may bump tnto a bundle of ald records (in an archive, open it up
and see 1t withoot discovering the signtficance of the source, The
solree may mean nothing to you unless you have relevant questions
1 el You lave to track the souree, read the text. follow the clues,
and make the inter-connections beforevou can reconstruct the past.
The physteal discovery of a record does not simply open up the
past. When Alexander Cunntngham first saw a Harappan seal. he
could make no sense of 1L Only much later was the significance of
the seals discoveradl.

[ni fact when historians begin to ask new questions, explore new
themes, they have to often search for new types of sources. If we
wish to know about revolutionaries and rebels. offictal sources ean
reveal only a partial picture. one that will be shaped by offictal
censure and prejudice. We need to look for other saurees — diaries
of rehels, thetr persanal letters. thetr writings and pronouncements.
And these are not always easy to come by, Hwe have to understand
experiences of people. then oral sources might reveal more than
wrillen sources.

As the viston of history broadens, historians begin tracking new
sources, searching for new clues to understand the past. And when
that happens, the conception of what constitutes a source itself
changes. There was a tme when only written records were
acknowledged as authentic. Whal wias written could be verified.
cited, and cross-checked. ﬂrdl_.mr'l'i[ﬂmr wiis never considered 2 valid
spuree; who was to guarantee its authenticity and verifiability? This
mistrust of oral sources has not vet disappeared. but oral svdence
has been tnnovatively nsed Lo incover expertences that no other
record could reveal.

Through the book this year, you will enter the waorld of historfans,
uoccompany them tn thetr search for new elues, and see how they
carry ort thetr dialogues with the past. You will wiiness the way they
tedise oul meaning out of records, read inscriptions, exeavale
archarolopical sites, make sense of beads and bones, mterpret the
epes, look at the stuypas and butidings. examine patniings and
photographs. imterpret police reports and revenue records, and Dsten
Lo the volees of the past. Each theme will explore the pecullaritics
and possibilities of one particular type of source. [ will diseuss what
4 source can tell and what 1t cannot

This is Part 1L of Themes in Indian History, Part [ will follow.

Meiciania Brariaciaaya
Chief Advisor, Histony
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How TO USE THIS BOOK

This 1s Part [ of Themes in Indian History. Part I will follow,

H Each chapter is divided Into numbered sectlons and
subsections to eillfate leamning,

:ET You will also find other material enclosed n boxes,

~ Short More elaborate
meanings definitions

These are meant to assist and enrich the learning process,
bul are not intended for evaluation.

M Each chapter ends with a set of timelines. This is to be treated as
background {nformation, and not for evaluation.

B There are figures, maps and sources numbered sequentially through
each chapter.
fa) Figures include (lnstrations of artetacts such as toals, poltery, scals,
colns, ornaments eiv. as well 35 of inscriptions, sculptures, paintings,
butldings. archavological sites, plans and photograplis of people and
places; visual materfil that historians use as sourees.

{(b) Some chaplers have maps.

(c] Sources are enclosed within separate boxes: these contain
excerpts from a wide variety of texts and inscriptions; Both
wisual and textual sources will help you acquire a feel for the
claes that historians use, You will also see how histartans

analyse these clues, The final examination can include

| excerpis from and/or llustrations of identical/stmilar

-\‘L " | material, providing you with an opportunity to handle
these.
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Ef' There are luo categortes of intext questions:

————n-—-—--—-—-—-—-—q—d-—————n-—-—----——---—q—-—

(1) those with the caption ® Discuss. . which are not for evaluation

B There are four types of asstgnments at the end of each chapter:

These include: I —
‘E short questions }f‘ short essays

[E map work E projects

These are meant to provide practice for the inal assessment and evaluation. |

Hope you enjoy using this book.




